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Dear Mr. Commissioner,

The activities of the Member States and the Eunopgaion are to be “conducted in
accordance with the principle of an open markeheooy with free competition” (Article 4 of
the Treaty Establishing the European Community, S0bdated Version). In the framework
of my studies at the College for Modern Businessliés (www.mutf.hu, Hungary) | wrote a
paper in which | investigated how this fundamergdhciple of the European Union is
implemented in practice in the field of language.us

In my paper | came to the conclusion that the presguation of the use of languages in
the European Union seriously distorts the marketgneatly hinders free competition. In the
short run it gives advantages to the citizens amdpanies of some countries, but puts at a
disadvantage the citizens and companies in mosth@estates in the EU. In the long run it is
an obstacle also to more efficient economic devakap of the EU as a whole.

The learning of languages in the EU costs about BORillion each year. This does not
include the cost of travel and stay in other cdestfor the purpose of language learning.
Only for people going to the UK this sum equalabout EUR 13 billion yearly. However if
we consider also how much time is spent by thenlegrof languages and monetize this time
(on the basis of the average labour cost in the Bd)come to the amount of about EUR 210
billion yearly.

The cost of translation and interpretation are miess, but not negligible: about EUR
6 billion yearly. However there are much more intpot factors, too, but these are quite
difficult to quantify. These include factors likéaet loss of information due to language
problems and the disadvantages to certain partitspa international economic and other
cooperation. In my very rough estimation the cdsthese factors might amount to at least
EUR 70 billion in the EU yearly.



In this way we arrive to a total sum of around 3llon EUR yearly, which equals to
more than 3% of the European Union’s GDP (in 20§&rés).

Nevertheless, | see the biggest problem not inatheunt, but in the distribution of this
sum. It is mainly the UK which reaps the benefitsttos situation, and most of the other
countries are loosing money. According to my estiioms the citizens of other member states
of the EU are paying about EUR 900 per capita yearthe UK in this hidden way. As this
process is going on already for many years, the isuaccumulating. Supposing a period of
20 years and an interest rate of 10%, this wouldwuarnto about EUR 55,000 per person.

In view of the above | would like to request therdpean Commission to investigate the
situation and make appropriate recommendationgefoedying it.

The full text of my paper can be found at the failog website (in Hungarian):

http://ekolingvo.com.

Sincerely yours,

Aron Lukacs

Hungary



